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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  and  Waterworks  Committee,  1945* 


CHAIRMAN  : 

Councillor  Major  H.  R.  E.  E.  Welby,  c.m.g.,  j.p. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN  : 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

C.  H.  D.  Robbs,  M.B. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  Dean,  M.S.I.A.,  A.F.S.  (Eng.)  Cert.  R.  San.  1. 
(Released  from  R.A.F.  April,  1946) 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  W.  Mawer,  M.I.M.  &  Cy.  E.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 

(To  September,  1945). 

M.  Jubb,  M.S.I.A.,  M.I.H.E.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I. 
(From  June,  1945). 

Technical  Assistant  : 

A.  R.  Holmes 

(Released  from  R.E’s.  January,  1946.) 

Clerks  : 

R.  P.  Cox  (On  Active  Service). 

S.  J.  Simms  do. 

P.  S.  Parker. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Bredael  (Part  time). 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  TOR  1945. 


Population  (estimated  for  the  year)  15,210 
Area  122,406  acres 

Rateable  Value  £65,700 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £281 


BIRTHS  . 

Legitimate  .... 

Illegitimate  .... 

Stillbirths  .... 

DEATHS 

Infantile  Deaths  . 

Legitimate  .... 

Illegitimate  .... 

BIRTH  RATE  . 

Av.  for  England  &  Wales  . 

DEATH  RATE  . 

Av.  for  England  &  Wales  .... 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE 
Av.  for  England  &  Wales  .... 


Total 

Males 

Females 

278 

156 

122 

238 

129 

109 

40 

27 

13 

14 

10 

4 

189 

98 

91 

6 

5 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

18.3  per  1,000  population 
16.1  per  1,000  population 

12.3  per  1,000  population 

....  11.4  per  1,000  population 

....  21.0  per  1,000  population 
....  46.0  per  1,000  population 
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VINE  HOUSE, 
GRANTHAM. 

August,  1946. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  mv  report  upon  the  conditions  of 
the  Public  Health  in  the  District  for  the  year  1945. 

The  estimated  population  of  your  district  is  15,210.  The 
birthrate  being  18.3  per  1,000,  the  deathrate  12.3  per  1,000  and  the 
Infantile  death  rate  only  21.0  per  1,000  births.  The  Statistical 
summary  is  enclosed  as  usual. 

The  figures  will  be  seen  to  be  fairly  close  to  the  average,  except 
that  the  infantile  death  rate  is  remarkably  low.  The  percentage  of 
illegitimate  births  on  the  other  hand  is  more  than  14  per  cent  which 
is  a  considerably  higher  figure  than  any  previously  recorded  in  the 
district. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good,  and  the  list 
of  notifications  is  appended  :  — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  list  of  notifications  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  ....  13 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  104 

Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  ....  32 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  6 

Non  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  4 

167 


Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  the  Grantham  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  one  to  Bourne. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  nor  of 
puerperal  pyrexia.  There  were  comparatively  small  epidemics  of 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  there  were  no  deaths  amongst 
the  notifiable  diseases  with  the  exception  of  four  fatal  cases  of 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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The  record  therefore  as  regards  infectious  diseases  is  remarkably 
good. 

The  list  of  causes  of  Death  during  the  year  is  enclosed  and 
requires  very  little  comment. 

Only  one  death  occurred  as  a  result  of  childbirth.  Five  fatal 
accidents  were  due  to  road  traffic. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Six  notifications  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  four  of  non- 
pulmonary  disease  were  received,  and  the  deaths  were  four  from  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  These  are  fairly  average  figures  for 
the  district,  as  shown  in  the  last  dozen  years.  The  Tuberculosis 
Chart  showing  new  cases  and  mortality  is  enclosed. 


GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  supply  has  again  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council, 
together  with  Housing. 

Scabies  has  shown  considerable  diminution. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  now  returned  to  his  duties  after 
nearly  four  years  active  service. 


Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  H.  D.  ROBBS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1945. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

!  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

«  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals  ... 

2 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

... 

... 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DURING  YEAR  ENDING  31/12/45 


Causes  of  Death 

M 

F 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough . 

— - 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  . 

...  — 

= 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

7. 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Influenza  . 

1 

3 

4 

10. 

Measles  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  polio-myelitis  and  polio  encephalitis 

...  — 

— 

— 

12. 

Ac.  in.  encephalitis 

...  — 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesoph  (m)  and 
uterus  (f)  ...  . 

4 

_ 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

4 

4 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

11 

11 

22 

17. 

Diabetes 

...  — 

2 

2 

18. 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

12 

21 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

27 

30 

57 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

1 

5 
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21.  Bronchitis  ... 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ... 

26.  Appendicitis... 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Pueperal  and  Post-abort,  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  births 

32.  Con.  mal  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes 


2  4  6 

4  4  8 

—  11 

2  13 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

3  14 

3  —  3 

—  11 

112 

3  —  3 

1  —  1 

4  15 

2  13 

10  9  19 


All  causes  99 


90 


189 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Public  Health  Department, 

19,  Watergate, 

Grantham. 


November,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  West  Kesteven 

Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
of  the  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

It  gives  me  very  much  pleasure*  to  be  serving  your  Council  once 
more  and  to  present  this  report,  although  I  can  accept  no  credit  for 
the  work  which  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mawer  who  resigned 
from  the  post  of  temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  in  September,  1945 
and  Mr.  M.  Jubb  who  joined  the  Department  in  June,  1945. 

Both  these  'officers  had  to  carry  out  their  duties  under  extreme 
difficulties  due  to  the  lack  of  technical  and  clerical  staff  and  had 
many  additional  duties  to  perform.  I  must  congratulate  them  both 
on  the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their  difficult  task.  Mr. 
Jubb  continues  to  serve  and  his  many  years  experience  of  local 
government  administration  are  a  valuable  asset.  Mr.  A.  R.  Holmes, 
who  was  a  prisoner  of  war  for  several  years,  has  now  returned  and 
is  once  more  rendering  valuable  assistance. 

In  1939,  the  various  sewerage,  water  supply  and  housing  schemes 
had  to  be  abandoned  and  the  war  years  were  spent  in  ensuring  that 
the  essential  services  were  maintained  and  that  a  reasonable  standard 
of  housing  was  preserved. 
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In  addition  the  Department  carried  out  many  emergency  duties 
including  the  organisation  of  the  air  raid  warden  service  in  the  area, 
the  auxiliary  fire  service,  food  decontamination  service,  emergency 
mortuaries,  first  aid,  repair  of  war  damage,  training  of  civil  defence 
services,  construction  and  distribution  of  air  raid  shelters  and  even 
fuel  rationing.  Every  member  of  the  original  staff  of  the  Department 
served  some  part  of  the  war  period  in  H.M.  Forces.  I  consider  that 
this  is  a  record  of  war  service  of  which  the  Department  and  your 
Council  can  be  justly  proud. 

Now  that  a  return  can  be  made  to  normal  duties,  rapid 
progress  should  be  made  in  all  branches  of  Public  Health  work  in 
an  endeavour  to  make  up  for  the  time  which  has  been  lost. 

I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Council  for  their  continued  consideration  and  support,  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  whose  valued  advice  is  so  readily  given  and  to  the 
other  Departments  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I  am,  Sir,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DEAN. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  were  2,346, 
details  of  which  are  appended  in  the  following  table  : — 

Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Re-inspections  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  (including  re-conditioning 
of  houses  under  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  1926)  ...  ...  ...  55 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

New  Buildings  (Supervision  under  the  Building  Bye-laws)  ...  ...  140 

Factories  and  Workshops,  including  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Slaughter-houses  and  Foodshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  69 

Milk  Samples  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Overcrowding,  inspections  and  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Council  House  repairs,  routine  inspection  and  supervision  ...  ...  ...  303 

Sewerage  and  Sewerage  Disposal  ) 

(...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Number  of  Drains  inspected  and  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Scavenging  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Verminous  Premises  and  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ..!  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rat  Destruction...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Town  and  Country  Planning  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Housing  Site  Surveys  and  Inspections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Billeting .  641 

Repair  of  War  Damage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 


Total  2,346 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Nine  Intimation  Notices  or  letters  were  sent,  dealing  with  eleven  premises. 
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HOUSING,  1945 


1, — Inspection  of  Dwelling.  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  11 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  38 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 


2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  hous8s  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officer  4 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  HJ30 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding  (1936  Survey). 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

J  0cLl  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ... 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report  ... 


HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  tenders  had  been  received  for  the 
construction  of  50  houses  for  rural  workers,  but  it  was  not  possible 
to  proceed  with  the  work.  Since  that  date  the  demand  for  houses 
has  increased  due  to  war-time  marriages,  overcrowding,  lack  of 
repairs  during  the  war  resulting  in  further  dilapidaton,  and  other 
causes. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  commence  the  much  needed  Rural 
Housing  survey  due  to  the  lack  of  technical  staff.  This  survey  is 
the  only  means  of  accurately  determining  the  number  of  new  houses 
required  in  addition  to  the  demands  of  agriculture  and  other 
industries  in  the  area  and  the  work  necessary  to  bring  the  standard 
of  housing  to  a  satisfactory  level. 

When  the  demand  for  additional  houses  has  been  met  it  is  hoped 
that  the  interupted  progress  of  the  abolition  of  slum  property  and 
the  re-housing  of  tenants  will  be  continued  without  delay. 

Only  slight  air  raid  damage  was  experienced  and  thanks  to  the 
excellent  co-operation  of  the  Builders  and  their  employees  through¬ 
out  the  district  there  was  no  instance  of  a  house  being  unfit  for 
occupation,  for  more  than  a  few  hours.  In  one  village  several  houses 
were  almost  completely  re-roofed  within  48  hours  of  the  occurrence. 


24 

24 

174 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  provision  of  a  pure  and  adequate  supply  of  water  through¬ 
out  the  area  is  without  question  the  largest  problem  confronting  the 
Council,  and  the  provision  of  this  vital  necessity  will  affect  the 
progress  of  new  housing  as  it  is  essential  that  each  house  should 
have  an  adequate  supply.  In  an  age  of  labour  saving  devices  it 
should  no  longer  be  necessary  for  water  to  be  drawn  from  a  well  or 
standpipes  and  carried  in  pails,  in  some  cases,  for  more  than  a 
hundred  vards. 

Water  had  to  be  carted  six  days  a  week  throughout  the  year  to 
the  parishes  of  Long  Bennington,  Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington 
due  to  the  unsatisfactory  shallow  well  supplies  in  that  area. 

The  majority  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  other  parishes  are 
obtained  from  shallow  wells  which  are  often  not  properly  constructed 
or  protected  from  pollution  and  with  ancient  pumps  which  are  con¬ 
stantly  needing  repair.  Continual  attention  has  to  be  paid  to  these 
wells  but  little  action  can  be  taken  where  the  water  is  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  on  analysis  as  there  is  often  no  alternative  supply, 
and  the  public  are  apt  to  overlook  the  dangers  of  not  boiling  water 
before  use.  It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  45  water  samples 
submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  only  two  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  public  supplies  to  the  villages  of  Barrowby,  Colsterworth, 
Claypole,  Stubton,  and  Lenton  continued  to  prove  satisfactory. 

Many  minor  spring  supplies  to  villages  such  as  Burton  Coggles, 
Ancaster,  Sudbrook,  and  Welby  are  only  adequate  during  a  part  of 
the  year  and  must  be  controlled.  The  mains  are  small,  have  been 
laid  many  years  and  are  badly  corroded.  Minor  repairs  were  carried 
out  to  these  mains  and  the  repair  of  a  serious  burst  in  the  rising  main 
at  Button  Coggles  considerably  improved  that  supply. 

The  electric  pump  installed  at  Skillington  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  and  has  considerably  improved  this  supply.  The  mains 
in  this  village  also  need  renewals. 

The  proposed  Regional  water  scheme  is  the  sole  solution  to  this 
water  problem  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  approval  of  the  scheme  will 
not  be  long  delayed. 

New  connections  to  the  Councils  water  undertakings  were  made 
during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

Barrowby  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  2 

Claypole,  Stubton  and  Lenton  ....  ....  nil 

Colsterworth  ...,  ,,,.  ....  ....  6 
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SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  need  for  more  modern  water  carriage  systems  of  sewage 
disposal  in  the  larger  villages  becomes  more  pressing  due  to  the 
difficulties  of  disposal  of  night  soil,  insanitary  sewer  dykes  and  the 
continual  maintenance  cost  entailed.  The  commencement  of  the 
proposed  Regional  Water  Scheme  must  result  in  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  being  given  to  this  problem,  as  adequate  arrangements 
must  be  made  for  the  disposal  of  sullage  water  and  sewage.  Every 
encouragement  shoulc  be  given  not  only  to  the  connection  of  houses 
to  the  new  mains,  but  also  to  convert  earth  closets  to  water  closets 
without  having  to  resort  to  the  installation  of  cesspits  and  septic 
tanks  for  disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal  plants  in  Barrowby  and  Claypole  have 
been  maintained  under  difficulty,  as  the  system  of  broad  irrigation 
at  Claypole  is  not  proving  successful  and  the  Barrowby  plant  is 
overloaded  and  in  need  of  a  complete  reconditioning.  The  small 
disposal  plant  at  Hough--on~the-Hill  continues  to  produce  a 
satisfactory  effluent. 

The  numerous  sewer  dykes  and  septic  tanks  have  been  cleaned 
from  time  to  time,  but  many  have  been  seriously  neglected  due  to 
the  lack  of  labour  for  this  work.  The  use  of  permanent  full  time 
labour  for  this  work  as  against  the  present  practice  of  employing 
part-time  casual  labour  would  result  in  better  control  and  a  more 
efficient  service. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE 

Refuse  disposal  is  gradually  becoming  a  major  problem  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  some  form  of  regular  collection  could  be 
instituted  many  of  the  accumulations  of  refuse  in  roadside  ditches 
and  on  waste  land,  would  not  occur.  This  random  dumping  of 
refuse  is  difficult  to  control,  and  the  siting  of  refuse  enclosures  is 
none  to  easy,  as  the  enclosures  must  be  sited  either  too  far  from 
the  nucleus  of  the  village  to  be  of  use  or  too  near  the  houses  so  as 
to  be  an  offensive  nuisance  and  a  continual  eyesore.  When  these 
facilities  are  provided  they  are  often  abused  by  some  members  of 
the  public  who  will  insist  upon  dumping  refuse  just  inside  the 
entrance  or  outside  altogether.  Putrescible  matter  and  even  night 
soil  has  also  been  dumped  and  the  dumps  do  encourage  rat  infestation 

The  dumps  and  enclosures  have  been  cleaned  up  and  emptied 
as  frequently  as  labour  and  transport  have  permitted. 

As  the  Council  were  still  required  to  collect  salvage,  attempt 
was  made  to  increase  the  amount  collected  by  a  kerbside  collection 
in  each  village  and  they  were  notified  of  the  dates  of  collection  by 
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posters.  However,  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  amount 
of  material  salvaged.  This  is  not  considered  to  be  due  to  a  shortage 
of  paper  or  other  materials  in  the  area,  but  to  a  lack  cf  enthusiasm. 

During  the  war  years  the  public  were  salvage  conscious  but 
apparently  now  consider  that  it  is  no  longer  a  necessity. 


The  decline  in  amounts  collected  can  be  seen  from  the  following 
table 


Material 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

T* 

C. 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

Waste  Paper 

21 

0 

60 

10 

76 

2 

46 

17 

35 

2 

19 

18 

Bones 

1 

19 

5 

10 

3 

0 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

15 

Textiles 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

18 

3 

8 

2 

0 

— 

14 

^Rubber 

— 

— 

— 

•  — 

4 

3 

14 

3 

14 

— 

— 

Total 

22 

19 

67 

3 

81 

4 

58 

1 

44 

19 

22 

7 

*  This  article  now  discontinued. 


To  collect  salvage  in  a  scattered  rural  area  such  as  West 
Kesteven  is  difficult  and  expensive.  The  cost  of  collection  during 
1945  after  deduction  of  income  from  sales  was  £ 282  and  this  must 
be  borne  by  the  rates. 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  meat  supply  for  the  rural  area  continues  to 
be  distributed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  the  central  slaughter 
house  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  food  shops  and  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  area  during  the  year  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  have  been  remedied  by  informal  action. 


The  following  unsound  foods  were  surrended  and  destroyed 
or  used  for  animal  feeding  stuff  during  the  year  : — 


Beef  .... 

Ham  and  Bacon 
Fish  .... 

Lard .... 

Flour 

Margerine 

Prunes 

Milk,  tinned  evaporated.. 
Eggs,  dried 
Eggs,  shell 
Meat  Roll 


t » •  t 


72  lbs. 
284  lbs. 
700  lbs. 

13  lbs. 
310  lbs. 
31  lbs. 
18  lbs. 
27  lbs. 
9  lbs. 
150  doz. 
6  lbs. 
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RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

The  reward  scheme  for  rat  catching  was  discontinued  in  favour 
of  the  more  scientific  and  successful  approach  to  the  subject.  The 
systematic  poisoning  of  rats  in  sewers  and  refuse  tips  have  been 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Kesteven  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  given  advice 
to  householders  on  the  methods  to  adopt  for  complete  extermination 
of  these  vermin. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

370  persons  are  registered  as  milk  producers  and  purveyors. 
The  regular  inspection  of  these  premises  is  a  formidable  task  but 
much  valuable  work  has  been  done,  including  the  provision  of  two 
new  cowsheds  to  replace  inadequate  and  unsuitable  buildings  and 
nine  cowsheds  reconstructed. 

Many  milk  producers  in  the  West  Kesteven  area  would  welcome 
a  good  water  supply  as  the  lack  of  this  is  a  serious  handicap  to  milk 
production  as  cleanliness  is  of  paramount  importance  in  handling 
such  an  important  part  of  the  national  diet. 

In  addition  a  good  water  supply  would  do  much  towards 
preventing  disease  in  milch  cows  and  increasing  milk  yield. 

LICENCES  ISSUED  ON  BEHALF  OF  MINISTRY  OF  WORKS 
UNDER  CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUIDING. 


*  September  to  December,  1945. 


No.  of  Licences 

Cost 

£ 

4221 

Repairs  to  small  dwellings 

44 

Conversion  to  small  dwellings 

6 

1242 

Repairs  to  Farm  Houses 

II 

1743 

Repairs  to  other  houses  .... 

Repairs  to  other  buildings  (chiefly 

9 

420 

farmsteads) 

31 

2393 

101 

£10,019 

*No  record  prior  to  this  date. 

PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  OF 

CALCIUM 

LICENCES 

Number  in  force  (Petroleum) 

•  •••  . . . , 

32 

Number  in  force  (Carbide)  .... 

....  .... 

3 

New  Licences  (Petroleum)  .... 

....  . .  . . 

2 

New  Licences  (Carbide) 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Inspections  carried  out  under  the  above  act  as  under  — 

No.  of  Inspections  Notices  Served  Prosecutions 

27  6  nil 

Defects  were  found  as  follows  : — 

Found  Remedied  Referred  to  No.  of 

H.M.  Inspector  Offences 

Want  of  cleanliness  2  2  —  — 

Lack  of  ventilation  —  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  —  —  —  — 

Defective  floor  drainage  —  —  —  — 

Other  nuisances  11  —  — 

Sanitary  accommodation  3  3  —  — 

Offences  under  the 

Factory  Act  —  —  —  — 

Other  Offences  —  —  —  — 


6  6  —  — 
COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  Council  now  own  196  houses  in  various  parishes  throughout 
the  area  and  even  though  labour  and  materials  have  been  difficult  to 
obtain,  essential  repairs  have  been  carried  out.  Early  attention 
should  be  given  to  external  decoration  of  all  premises  as  this  has 
been  long  delayed  and  is  now  essential  to  prevent  further  deterioration 


of  wood  and  metal  work. 

NEW  BUILDINGS 

Houses  erected  or  altered  ....  ....  ....  19 

Garages,  Huts  etc.  ....  ....  ....  2 

Farm  Buildings  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Factories  ....  ....  ...  ....  1 

Other  Buildings  ....  ....  ..  .  ....  6 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  2 


' 

.. 


. 


* 


